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Nickelodeon | HNC Bee A Coder 
Module Script 2 

 
MODULE 2 – CSS  
 
Now it’s time to learn a little basic CSS or Cascading Style Sheets. CSS are how you make raw HTML go 
from whoa to WOW! Now, going back to our paper example from our previous lesson: If HTML is the 
paper and all of the elements are what is stacked up on top of our sheet of paper, CSS tells the web 
browser how you want those elements to look on your sheet of paper, using width, height, positioning, 
color and a few other things which you’ll learn about later. 
 
It’s important that you know that some code doesn’t need to be located in the body of the web page 
we’re building because it’s behind the scenes stuff, meaning, it’s not visible to the viewer. So, let’s add a 
<head> element to store code that we want the browser to use, but let’s not show it to the viewer. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: inside the <html></html> element before the <body></body> add a <head></head> 
element. 
 
Good job. Now we can include our CSS element. The tag for that is <style></style>. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: inside the <head></head> element write a css element: <style type=”text/css”></style> 
 
This next point is very important, so you might want to write it down, or make a mental note. Always 
remember, that in order to style something, you first have to tell the browser what element you want to 
style. Luckily, learning how to do this is quite easy. You do this by specifying the element name <p>, which 
means “all paragraphs”, like so. Now, let’s make the paragraph text blue. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: inside the style tag write: 
p { color: blue;} 
 
Whoa, what happened? Well, we know “p” means all paragraphs. Curly brackets “{“ and “}” tell the 
browser: anything inside these brackets applies to “p”. “Color” simply indicates that you want to change 
the color of the text. Remember, the default color is always black. “:” is kind of like “=”. “blue” means… 
you want to make the text blue. Now, since we just said “p”, you’ll notice that it styled all paragraphs. 
Now, stop for a second and ask yourself this question: What if we only wanted the first one to be blue? 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: Change the <p> tag on line ?? to be <p class=”special”>. Then change the style code for p 
on line ??? to p.special { 
 
In CSS, “.something” means that you want to style all the elements with the class “something”. Class is a 
new term you should know that simply means you want to style multiple elements at once. 
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INSTRUCTIONS: on the third paragraph, line ????, add the special class to the <p> tag. 
 
Wow. Check that out. Now two of the three paragraphs are blue and you only had to write one style! How 
cool is that?Now, notice that currently, all of the text is written in the font Arial and is 15 pixels in size. 
Okay, now, let’s make the first blue paragraph different. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: let’s change the first <p class=”special”> on line ????? to <p id=”unique” 
class=”special”>. Then let’s add a new style: 
p#unique {  
font-family: Times New Roman; 
font-size: 12px; 
} 
 
Here’s a new term you haven’t heard before. “id”. What’s an id? It’s a name for an element. So, when an 
element has an id, you are basically giving it a name, or naming it. Remember. Only that particular 
paragraph can have that name. So any CSS you write for that name with that id will only apply to that one 
particular paragraph. 
 
Way to go! We’re really making good progress. Now, let’s play with a new element. The <div></div> 
element is similar to the <p></p> tag, in that both are container elements, but you can put a lot more than 
just text in a <div></div>. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: remove all of the paragraphs from the body and remove the styles for the paragraphs. 
Write a <div></div> tag inside the body and give it an id of “scene”. Inside the <styles> tag write: 
div#scene { 
width:100px; 
height:50px; 
} 
 
Like a lot of elements, you can tell your browser how big you want something to be using width and 
height. In this case, we told the browser that we wanted “scene” to be 100 pixels wide and 50 pixels tall, 
but you’ll notice that we can’t see it! Let’s see if we can change that. Now, if we just add a background, 
we’ll be able to make the web page visible. You want to think of backgrounds as if you were painting the 
webpage before you add any content on top of it. That wasn’t so hard, was it? 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: inside the div#scene style write: 
background-color: yellow; 
 
Take a look at this. Now we have what looks like a yellow box that is 100 pixels by 50 pixels. Now we’re 
going to reveal that it is in fact, a background. So, let’s add some text inside the <div></div>. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: inside the <div></div> add the text “This is not just a yellow box”. 
 
Pretty cool, right? But wait. You haven’t seen nothin’ yet. It gets better. Bet you didn’t know that you can 
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actually use an image as a background! How amazing is that? Just by simply specifying a url, you can set 
any image you like as a background. Wow. You’re really starting to get the hang of this now. So, go on. 
Give yourself a pat on the back. You deserve it. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: replace: 
background-color: yellow; 
with 
background-image: url('images/background.png'); 
 
Okay. Time to get back to work. Now, so far we've been letting the browser place things based on the 
order of the tags we write. In CSS, this is called position: static. Now, if we want to get fancy and change all 
that and place items, we can use position: absolute. Pretty straight forward, right?  
 
INSTRUCTIONS: inside the div#scene style write: 
position: absolute; 
top: 50px; 
left: 50px; 
 
Look closely. Do you see what I see? Our yellow box is now 50 pixels from the top and 50 pixels from the 
left of its parent, also known as (the body tag). You can also try bottom: 50px; and right:50px; this will 
position the yellow box, that’s right, you guessed it – 50 pixels from the right and 50 pixels from the 
bottom.  
 
That, in a nutshell, is the basic idea of working with CSS. Who knew CSS could be so easy? 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: play with combinations of top, right, bottom, and left. 
 
Now, let's see if you can take what you’ve learned up to this point and style some content from scratch. 
Ready? Go! 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: Inside the <html></html> above the <body></body> add the head tag. Inside the head 
tag add the style tag. Inside the <body></body> you have two paragraphs, apply a class named "friends" 
to them and inside the style tag, add a style for the paragraph class "friends" to make the text color red. 
Now give the first paragraph an id named "larger" and add a new style to the style tag for paragraph id 
"larger" to make it's font size 17 pixels. Once you've done that, add a div tag to the <body></body> 
before the paragraphs and give it an id named "footer". In the style tag add a new style for div id 
"footer" to absolute position it 0 pixels from the bottom, set it's height to 50 pixels and set it's 
background color to green. 
 
That’s just terrific! You nailed it. Imagine that!  
 
Your webpage actually has some real style to it.  
 



  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------		www.nwe.com		--------	
	

Ok, now that we’ve covered HTML and CSS, there’s just one last thing that every webpage out there 
needs, and, wouldn’t you know it, it’s probably the most important part!  
 
So, roll up your sleeves and let’s get ready to make some more coding magic!  
 
 
 


